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and the queen saw that the rest of her ministers and
chief officers were resolved to withdraw from her servica
if she did not recall the two that had left it." It was
said, the writer goes on to tell us, that she was ready to
put all to the hazard, but the caution and timidity
of Harley prevented her. She sent for Marlborough the
next day, and after some expostulations told him that
Harley would go. Anne's resentment was deep, and
though she was obliged to take the two leaders back into
her service, they never recovered either her favour or her
confidence. The important fact during the first eight
years of the reign of Queen Anne is not that the adminis-
tration was first Tory, then composite of Whig and Tory,
and in its final stage pure Whig, but that it was in all its
stages, whether Whig or Tory, a Marlborough adminis-
tration, seconding the policy, providing means for the
projects, and devoted to the person of that great and
powerful genius.

This was the most important of the three changes
that preceded the great party revolution of the last four
years of the reign. It brought about that govern-
ment by a particular political connection which Burke
some sixty years later singled out as the grand illustra-
tion, furnished by one of the most fortunate periods in
our history, of the virtue of Party. " These wise men,"
he said, " for such I must call Lord Sunderland, Lord
Godolphrn, Lord Somers, and Lord Marlborough, were
too well principled in those maxims upon which the
whole fabric of public strength is built, to be blown
off their ground by the breath of every childish talker.
They were not afraid that they should be called an am-
bitious junto; or that their resolution to stand or fall